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A Remarkable Aurora. — On the evening of August 26 an 
aurora of phenomenal brilliancy and magnitude was seen over 
all southern Canada and in the northern States. Observa- 
tions have been reported from places in Nova Scotia and 
British Columbia, three thousand miles apart. The display 
reached its greatest beauty in parts of Canada, where it is 
described as filling the entire visible hemisphere of the sky. 
It does not appear to have been seen in California; should 
any observers in this latitude have noticed the phenomenon, 
they are invited to send brief notes of the display to Dr. C. A. 
Chant, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada. 



MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ASTRO- 
NOMICAL SOCIETY OF THE PACIFIC, 
Held in the Rooms ok the Society on October 7, 1916, 
at 12:15 p. m. 

This was a special meeting, called by the President be- 
cause of the failure of the regular Board Meeting in August, 
when the Society went to San Diego, and having for its 
special purpose the consideration of certain plans to establish 
a lecture course and to increase the membership of the 
Society. 

There were present: President S. D. Townley and Directors 
Campbell, Cushing, Curtis, Leuschner, Markwart, Hodghead 
and Richardson. By special invitation there were also present 
the following non-official members of the Society: Dr. R. G. 
Aitken, Mr. J. Costa, Professor Geo. C. Edwards, Dr. Sturla 
Einarsson, Mr. J. D. Galloway, Mr. B. A. Baird and Mr. 
F. R. Ziel. 

The following were elected members of the Society: 

Prince Rohani Thirunal Raja, 

Assistant Director and Astronomer, 
Royal Observatory, Trivundrum, 
Travancore, India. 
Martinus Nijhoff, R. E. Vandruff, 

S. Gravenhage, Netherlands. San Diego, California. 

Mrs. Marie Caul Cox, 
El Centro, Imperial County, California. 
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The President called for a report from the committee 
appointed at the meeting of January 29, 1916, to consider 
plans for increasing the membership of the Society. Dr. 
Aitken, the Chairman of the Committee, stated that the report 
he would submit was the result of numerous conferences 
with many active members of the Society, especially Messrs. 
Campbell, Curtis, Costa, Cushing and Richardson. He pre- 
sented two definite recommendations, and after full discussion 
by all present these were embodied in two resolutions as 
expressing the sense of the meeting. The first resolution, 
moved by Director Leuschner, seconded by Director Cushing, 
and unanimously adopted was: 

Resolved, That in order to stimulate interest in Astronomy, and 
in the work of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, a series of 
lectures be given in San Francisco this winter, two before the Christ- 
mas holidays, and the others after, on dates other than those of the 
regular meetings of the Society; that provision be made to pay the 
expenses of lecturers, to secure a hall, lantern, and adequate advertis- 
ing; that the first two lectures of this series be given by Dr. Campbell 
and that the others be given by competent speakers to be named later. 

The President appointed a. committee consisting of Aitken, 
Costa, Cushing and Richardson, to make arrangements for 
these lectures and properly advertise them. Incidentally, it 
was understood that expenses for these lectures were not 
to come from the regular funds of the Society, but that they 
were to be provided for from private subscriptions. 

The second resolution, presented by Director Curtis and 
seconded by Director Markwart, and unanimously adopted 
was: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed by the President 
to prepare a personal letter of invitation to join the Society, and that 
said letter be sent to such persons as may be named by present mem- 
bers of the Society; that Dr. Campbell be made Chairman of this 
committee and one of the sponsors of the letter, and that all members 
of the Society be urged to send in a list of such names to the Secre- 
tary at an early date. 

The President stated that he would name the two members 
to serve with Dr. Campbell on this committee at a later time. 

Adjourned. 

D. S. Richardson, 

Secretary. 



